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ference table very unwillingly. There was no lack of mistrust.
Prince Miinster, leader of the German delegation and Ambas-
sador in Paris, had complained inter pocula that Russia, while
emitting all this hot air about peace, was making threatening
moves on her frontier against Germany. Germany's military
representative, General von Schwarzkopf (who later lost his
life in a fire in China), was no less intractable. Further, the
choice of Professor von Stengel, whom Germany had sent
with Professor Zorn as juristic expert to help Prince Miinster,
was obviously an unhappy one.
Stengel had shortly before delivered a public lecture in
Germany which had appeared in printed form meanwhile,
describing war as the source of mankind's highest moral
good. This made his appointment appear an ironical
comment on the Czar's dreams of peace.
One day the Peace Conference received from an aged French
colonel the gift of a cask of old Muscatel, with a letter to the
effect that the gentlemen of the Peace Conference should
fortify themselves for their sacred mission with this precious
liquid. He added, however, that it was a pity he had no more
of the noble wine; otherwise he would have preferred .to
send a large barrel with the request that Mr. Chamberlain, the
instigator of the Boer War, and Baron Stengel, the theoretical
panegyrist of war, might be drowned in it* The colonel's
remarks were, of course, not read in open session and his
Muscatel was forwarded to a hospital at the Hague. This
piquant incident shows clearly enough how unhappy was the
choice of Stengel as delegate. In this connection Dr. Eyschen
remarked : " It would seem to be indicated that the new con-
ference should be carefully prepared. At present men's
minds are not sufficiently settled. The Japanese and Russians
in particular are still too full of the resentment following the
recent war, and might easily break out into quarrelling and
mutual abuse/'
Dr. Eyschen declared the formulation of a code of law
governing naval warfare to be the chief task of the next
conference. That for land warfare he regarded as already
fairly complete. The regulation of questions of law in land
warfare had been advanced to such an extent by the first
Hague Conference that its effect had been seen already in the
Russo-Japanese War. The laws governing land warfare had,